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Acknowledgement  
of Country
The Archdiocese of Brisbane acknowledges the occupation and care of the land, 
waterways and sea by Traditional Custodians and their continual cultural connection to 
Country as expressed through their history, music, language, songs, art and dancing. 
We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as having the oldest 
continuing cultures on the planet.

2



Contents
Acknowledgement of Country 2

A message from the Archbishop of Brisbane 4

Executive directors endorsement 5

Laudato Si’ Action Platform Reflection 6

Archdiocese of Brisbane Laudato Si’ Action Plan  9

Goal 1 - Response to the Cry of the Earth 10

Goal 2 - Response to the Cry of the Poor 12

Goal 3 - Ecological Economics 16

Goal 4 - Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles 18

Goal 5 - Ecological Education 20

Goal 6 - Ecological Spirituality 24

Goal 7 - Community Resilience and Empowerment 28

Notes 31

2 3



A message from the 
Archbishop of Brisbane
Seven years ago Pope Francis gave us his Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common 
Home. He presented a sobering picture of the many ecological and social challenges we face.  
In recent years the truth of what he wrote has been evident to all of us. Bushfires and floods 
have ravaged South-East Queensland and other parts of Australia. Torres Strait Islanders and the 
peoples across the Pacific are pleading for urgent action to save them from the impacts of climate 
change including the threat of their homes, gardens and cemeteries being inundated. Aboriginal 
people in different parts of this country are expressing concern and even outrage at the threat to 
their traditional lands and culture resulting from mining activity. Pacific island nations voice similar 
concerns about the effects of mining operations on their lands and in the sea itself. COVID-19 has 
also left its own trail of devastation here and across the planet. The situation is critical and the 
Church has a unique role to play in turning things around. This Laudato Si Action Plan, which is 
aligned to the Holy See’s Laudato Si Action Platform, seeks to identify what that means.

I encourage every family, parish, community, school, agency and institution in the Archdiocese to 
embrace this Laudato Si Action Plan. Much is being done already, but we all need to go further in 
responding to the Holy Father’s invitation to take the path of ecological conversion. This plan will 
help us all change the way we see the world around us and the way we act.

Conservationists, scientists, economists and politicians have a crucial role to play in addressing 
the ecological crisis. But we Christians offer a unique perspective, which is profoundly biblical. 
We have a word to speak which is beyond science, politics and economics. It is a word born of 
the faith which listens to the voice of the Creator; and it is a word which goes to the heart of the 
spiritual sickness at the heart of much of the distress afflicting the world today. It is a word which 
gives us eyes to see the world as sacramental; and that makes us all the more committed to 
nurturing all that is God’s and all that reveals God.

May the Holy Spirit blow mightily through our darkness, emptiness and chaos, so that we may 
together take brave steps in responding to the prophetic call of Pope Francis. This action plan sets 
out those steps into a future where the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor will become a great 
song of praise.

 Mark Coleridge
Archbishop of Brisbane
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Executive directors  
endorsement
As the leadership of the agencies of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we wholeheartedly endorse this 
Laudato Si’ Action Plan and look forward to supporting its implementation in the coming years.

We are committed to hearing the cries of the earth and the cries of the poor and responding with 
action which makes a difference.

We recognise that this plan has implications for the way we work and the choices we make. 
Change has certainly been under way throughout the Archdiocese for some years. Agencies and 
schools across the Archdiocese have been increasing their use and investment in renewable 
energy sources. More parishes are installing solar panels to supply their energy needs. Education 
has been offered across schools, parishes and agencies to promote better understanding about; 
the key themes and the spirituality of Laudato Si’, major ecological and social problems, and what 
we need to do to live and work more sustainably. Efforts are also being made to adopt more 
ethical and sustainable procurement policies. Much more needs to be done though, to meet the 
challenges of our times. This Laudato Si’ Action Plan will help us all to make the changes we need 
to more fully embrace the spirit of Laudato Si’. It commits us to a challenging seven year journey of 
action and change. We embark on this journey with faith in God who created this beautiful world 
we share, with love for this planet and for all with whom we share it, and with a fervent hope that 
we can make a humble contribution to changing things for the better.

Peter Selwood 
Executive Director of Centacare

Deacon Peter Pellicaan 
Executive Director  

of Evangelisation Brisbane

Andrew Musial  
Executive Director of Archdiocesan 

Services and General Manager of the 
Archdiocesan Development Fund

Dr Sally Towns  
Executive Director of  

Brisbane Catholic Education

Gavin Byrnes  
Executive Director of Legal,  

Governance and Risk 
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Laudato Si’ Action  
Platform Reflection
For many decades, successive Archbishops of Brisbane have prioritised a commitment to care 
for creation. That commitment has grown in many ways in both ecological education initiatives, 
advocacy and practical action at various levels within parishes and schools, in archdiocesan 
agencies, religious congregations and through whole of archdiocese responses.

Since the release of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’, we have grown in our understanding of 
the Holy Father’s invitation to embrace the notion of an integral ecology. He challenges us to hear 
the cries of the earth and the cries of the poor as one, and to respond concretely to what we hear.

Our commitment to healing our relationships with First Nations people of this continent has grown, 
especially since the release of our first Reconciliation Action Plan in 2020. Laudato Si’ challenges 
us to bring First Nations people of this country to the centre of our reflection and action to heal 
country and to heal our relationships with the people who have cared for it for thousands of 
generations.

We have also reached out to the peoples of our region, the Pacific, to build stronger relationships 
with them and to accompany them in responding to the significant ecological and social concerns 
we now face together.

Archbishop Coleridge issued a joint statement with the Archbishop of Suva, Archbishop Peter Loy 
Chong, here in Brisbane in the Season of Creation in September 2019. They said:

In Laudato Si the Holy Spirit has inspired Pope Francis to speak not as a scientist, a politician 
or an economist but as an apostle whose voice is authentically Christian and biblical. The word 
he speaks is a call to action which is Christian and biblical. He urges us to hear the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor, and to act on what we hear.

We in Oceania are on the front line of climate change. Elsewhere it may seem a matter of 
scientific debate or a distant prospect, but for the peoples of the Pacific it is becoming a very 
serious matter. That is why there is an urgency in our response to the Pope’s call for ‘ecological 
conversion’ and the action flowing from it.
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In Oceania and around the world, there is movement. Religious men and women, Church 
agencies, ecumenical and interreligious groups and especially young people are part of this 
journey; and we as bishops want to walk with them into an ever greater awareness of the 
interconnectedness of all things in the God-given web of life.

Together in Brisbane to launch the Season of Creation, we make a joint commitment to listen 
to the voice of creation across the Pacific, seeking to hear the voice of the Creator. We commit 
to acting upon what we hear – in the belief that we are not powerless but have been entrusted 
with the power of Easter faith which not only opens the eye and ear but also enables us to act 
so that humanity may find a way home to Paradise. “To God whose power working in us can 
do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine be the glory from generation to generation in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:20-21).

In the spirit of Laudato Si’, we are committed to accompanying the suffering earth, the First Nations 
people of this country, our sisters and brothers in our Pacific region and all our fellow Australians 
as they face ecological and social challenges. While we are mindful of the importance of the 
technical, environmental, economic, political and social initiatives that are needed to respond 
effectively to the ecological and social challenges that we all face, we are particularly mindful of 
the unique contribution we offer through the spirituality we embrace as we continue on our journey 
towards the ecological conversion to which Pope Francis invites us.
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Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Laudato Si’ Action Plan

In November 2021, the Archdiocese of Brisbane enrolled in  

the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and, in so doing, it made a  

commitment to take action to embrace Pope Francis’  

vision of an integral ecology.

This plan is for the first of seven years of action to work toward the 

seven Laudato Si’ Action Platform goals within the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane. It is intended to be simple, but we hope and pray that it 

will profoundly transform our relationship with God, with all of our 

fellow human beings locally and globally, and with all of creation. 

The actions identified below are presented within groups under 

each of the seven Laudato Si’ Action Platform goals, but we 

recognise that some actions will contribute to progress  

across more than one goal.
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Response to 
the Cry of  
the Earth
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Response to the Cry of the Earth 
The response to the cry of the Earth is a call to protect  
our common home for the wellbeing of all, as we  
equitably address the climate change, biodiversity loss  
and ecological sustainability.

ACTION  
The Archdiocese will develop a transport plan which will reduce fossil fuel 
consumption in its fleet; encourage the use of public transport, bicycles 
and walking by employees and Catholics across the Archdiocese wherever 
possible; and minimise its contribution to carbon pollution through air travel.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Executive Forum. 

TIMEFRAME 
Commence in 2022. The estimated timeframe for development and 
implementation is three years.

ACTION
The planting of native trees and vegetation will be encouraged on all 
archdiocesan property; and guidelines and advice will be developed and 
offered to parishes and schools.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Agency property management. 

TIMEFRAME 
Research and development of guidelines in the first six months of the plan 
with education and implementation commencing in the second six months.

G O A L  O N E
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Response to 
the Cry of  
the Poor

 Image from Catholic Justice and Peace 
Commission visit to West Papua. 131212



Response to the Cry of the Poor 
The Response to the Cry of the Poor is a call to promote the 
wellbeing of all humankind and all forms of life, on an earth 
that is thriving, with a special focus on vulnerable groups.

ACTION  

Appropriate First Nations expertise will be enlisted to bring together 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders and people from within parishes, 
archdiocese schools and agencies, communities and other organisations 
across South-East Queensland to form yarning circles.

These yarning circles will enable Catholics throughout the Archdiocese to 
hear and understand more clearly the culture and spirituality of First Nations 
people, their relationship with country, the ecological, social and cultural 
impact of loss of country, and what actions First Nations people recommend 
to heal country and its people.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
First Nations consultants and archdiocesan First Nations employees 
supported by the Executive Forum. 

TIMEFRAME 
Commencing July 2022. It is envisaged that yarning circles will continue for 
the seven-year duration of the plan.

G O A L  T W O
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G O A L  T W O

ACTION
Following consultation between Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Bishop Ken 
Howell and Bishop Tim Norton with Archbishop Peter Loy Chong of Suva 
and other Bishops from across Oceania at the 2023 General Assembly of 
the Federation of Catholic Bishops Conferences of Oceania, appropriate 
representatives of Pacifica communities within the Archdiocese will develop 
a process of deep listening through talanoa (a gathering for sharing and 
deep listening). Participating in talanoa will enable peoples of the Pacific 
within the Archdiocese and others from across the Pacific, to share their 
culture and spirituality, their experience of ecological, social and cultural 
problems today and their recommendations for action to address these 
concerns with Catholics across the Archdiocese.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Pacifica community representatives within the Archdiocese with the support 
of the Executive Forum.

TIMEFRAME 
Commencing in March 2023 and envisaged to continue for the seven-year 
duration of the plan.

ACTION  
The Archdiocese will continue to develop plans and actions to mitigate 
modern slavery risk in its procurement of resources and to eliminate modern 
slavery from its supply chains through a robust supplier engagement 
plan. An education and awareness program for employees involved in 
procurement and other people across the Archdiocese will be developed to 
support this work.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Office of Legal, Governance and Risk. 

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.
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G O A L  T W O

ACTION  
Cohorts of Centacare clients will be consulted on their experience of 
climate change, and its impacts. Recommendations for possible action and 
advocacy to address adverse impacts will be developed.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Centacare. 

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – July 2023.

ACTION
Parishes, faith communities and Agencies will be encouraged to participate 
in the Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Community Refugee Sponsorship and 
Mentor Initiative.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane.

TIMEFRAME
August 2022 - May 2023.
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Ecological 
Economics 

16 17



G O A L  T H R E E

Ecological Economics 
Ecological Economics is about acknowledging that the 
economy is a sub-system of our human society and 
embedded in our common home, which we are all called  
to protect.

ACTION  
An assessment of archdiocesan investment in fossil fuels, both directly and 
indirectly, through banking, insurance, superannuation and other forms of 
investment, will be undertaken, with a view to reducing dependence on 
fossil fuel investments.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Office of Financial Administrator with support from the  
Executive Forum. 

TIMEFRAME 
Research will take place from June 2022 to May 2023 with further  
action possible in subsequent years, to be informed by the outcomes  
of the investigation.
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Adoption of 
Sustainable 
Lifestyles
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G O A L  F O U R

Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles 
The adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in 
promoting the thoughtful use of resources and energy.

ACTION  
Reduction of waste of all resources, including food and single-use plastics, 
will be promoted across the Archdiocese, especially through the use of 
Clean Up Australia’s Step Up program.

Reducing waste, recycling, re-use and repair wherever possible will be 
encouraged. Education and support will be offered to parishes, schools and 
agencies to promote thoughtful use of resources.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane, with collaboration from other agencies.

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.

ACTION  
Resources will be developed and shared across the Archdiocese, to 
encourage the sustainable celebration of Christmas and Easter.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane, with support from other agencies.

TIMEFRAME 
Advent 2022 and Lent 2023.
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Ecological  
Education
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Ecological Education 
Ecological Education is about rethinking curricular and 
institutional reform, in the spirit of integral ecology, in order to 
foster ecological awareness and transformative action.

ACTION  
A range of educational resources and opportunities will be developed to 
help parishes, schools and agencies to learn more about the key messages 
of Laudato Si’. This may include online resources, workshops and talks, and 
reading and study groups.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane, in collaboration with other agencies. 

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.

G O A L  F I V E
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G O A L  F I V E

ACTION

At least three parishes will be recruited to develop a Laudato Si’ 
commitment including the possibility of enrolling as parishes in the Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform. Training will be provided to those who are suitable for 
promoting action in the spirit of Laudato Si’ across the Archdiocese.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane and Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane, in collaboration with other agencies.

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.

ACTION 
The archdiocesan Laudato Si’ web page will be re-vamped to provide 
information and resources on both the key themes and messages of 
Laudato Si’ and opportunities for environmental action in the home, the 
parish, the school, the office and the community.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Office of Communication and Engagement, Evangelisation Brisbane and the 
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane.

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.
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G O A L  F I V E

ACTION
The Archdiocese will collaborate with appropriate environmental 
organisations to organise a presentation on an ecological issue of specific 
importance to South-East Queensland.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane.

TIMEFRAME 
First half of 2023.
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Ecological 
Spirituality

Season of Creation Mass, 2019 with Archbishop Mark Coleridge and Archbishop Peter Loy Chong of Suva, Fiji.
Photo credit: Alan Edgecomb
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Ecological Spirituality 
Ecological Spirituality shares a religious vision of God’s 
creation recognising  that “ever since the creation of the 
world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though 
they are, have been understood and seen through the things 
he has made” (Romans 1:20). This in turn encourages greater 
contact with the natural world in a spirit of wonder, praise, 
joy and gratitude that sees the handprints of God in all that  
is created. 

ACTION  
The Archdiocese will assist in the preparation of an ecumenical Season of 
Creation service and promote it widely in parishes, schools and agencies.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane and Archdiocesan 
Commission on the Liturgy. 

TIMEFRAME 
1 September – 4 October 2022.

G O A L  S I X
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ACTION
The Archbishop will offer some reflections on Laudato Si’ in either a 
message or a homily during the Season of Creation.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 

TIMEFRAME 
1 September – 4 October 2022.

ACTION
Parishes and schools will be provided with appropriate resources to help 
them to organise their own Season of Creation liturgies and actions.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane, Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane and Brisbane Catholic Education.

TIMEFRAME
1 September – 4 October 2022.

G O A L  S I X
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G O A L  S I X

ACTION
A number of resources and opportunities will be developed to assist 
people in parishes, schools and agencies to take walks in nature and 
to contemplate our relationship with God and creation. This will include 
a number of contemplative walks organised in different parts of the 
Archdiocese, walking on country experiences led by First Nations people, 
and online experiences and guides.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 
Evangelisation Brisbane and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission  
of Brisbane.

TIMEFRAME
June 2022 – May 2023.

ACTION
Work will commence on developing liturgical resources to help foster the 
spirituality advanced by Pope Francis in Laudato Si’.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 
Archdiocesan Commission on the Liturgy and Evangelisation Brisbane.

TIMEFRAME
June 2022 – May 2023.
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Resilience and 
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G O A L  S E V E N

Community Resilience  
and Empowerment 
Community Resilience and Empowerment encourages the 
development of cultures and policies which protect our 
common home and all who share it.  

ACTION  
Parishes, schools and agencies will be encouraged to participate in Clean 
Up Australia Day events.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Evangelisation Brisbane, the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of 
Brisbane and all agencies. 

TIMEFRAME 
March 2023.
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G O A L  S E V E N

ACTION
The Archdiocese will encourage Catholics to participate in a campaign 
organised by the Queensland Conservation Council. The campaign will 
involve collaboration between a range of conservation groups, to advocate 
for an independent Environmental Protection Authority in Queensland which 
has the power to protect endangered species and biodiversity generally, 
assess potential climate impacts of proposed developments and ensure 
environmental standards are enforced in regional planning across the State.
 
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane. 

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.

ACTION
The Archdiocese will encourage Catholics to participate in action to 
advocate for greater Queensland Government funding for: community 
centres which provide support to the most vulnerable members of our 
communities; initiatives to better prevent domestic and family violence in 
migrant communities; an increased Government commitment to renewable 
energy in Queensland.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane in collaboration with 
Director, Government Relations. 

TIMEFRAME 
June 2022 – May 2023.
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Notes
This plan is authorised by the Archbishop, the Auxiliary Bishops and the Executive Directors of all 
archdiocesan agencies sitting as the Executive Forum of the Archdiocese.

Those nominated as responsible for implementing each action will develop a work plan and 
evaluation criteria to assess achievements where appropriate and necessary.

Evaluation of the plan’s implementation will occur within the last three months of the plan,  
March 2023 – May 2023. This evaluation will help to guide development of the Laudato Si’ Action 
plan for the Archdiocese for the second year.

Overall management and coordination of the plan’s implementation rests with Evangelisation 
Brisbane and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of Brisbane which will regularly report 
progress to and seek direction from the Executive Forum of the Archdiocese
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