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ABOUT THE ARTIST

SHARA DELANEY
 My name is Shara Delaney. I’m a descendant of the Noonuccal, Ngugi and Goenpul clan groups of Quandamooka 
that are located on the east coast of Brisbane. I grew up in the Redlands and always maintained my connection 
to country. I find the importance of belonging and having a relationship with the land and sea are intrinsic to my 
identity. Having a sense of community has always been important to me. Being able to engage with community 
through art as a cultural practice brings me joy.

ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
This artwork represents the Archdiocese of Brisbane as the face of 
the Catholic Church of South East Queensland. My design shows the 
journey of faith, which is guided by the Spirit. It is depicted where 
the blue meets the green, and that main path represents the journey 
of faith, which is heading towards the centre. It’s the spirit figure that 
is guiding them. The main circle also represents the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane’s community as a whole.

From the centre, it branches out to the smaller circles to support and 
stay connected to the vulnerable in our communities. The white dots 
are the healing power (coming from the spirit) which is highlighted 
throughout the design. I have placed the smaller circles to represent 
different people throughout the community which can be seen as 
inclusive. The little figure in the smaller circles is my interpretation 
of a person, using Aboriginal symbols. The black lines that flow in 
the background represent the spreading of the good news simply 
and effectively. I really enhanced the main circle with layers and dots 
in bright colors, to express governance structures and systems as 
being responsive and innovative.



2 3

INTRODUCTION 
Congratulations for making a commitment to participate in the implementation 
of our Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) in the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  It may 
seem daunting to read a RAP document with 20 actions that contains a total of 
75 deliverables.  Parishes and agencies are encouraged to address seven actions 
containing 28 deliverables over a number of months.  Evangelisation Brisbane 
website contains information and resources to promote the implementation of 
the RAP in your agency or parish. 

We are delighted to join you in this journey, which for some will be a very 
new experience and for others will be a renewal or affirmation of:

• the recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
continual cultural connection to their Country 

• the respect and understanding of historical injustices still 
impacting on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in a 
modern Australian society

• an opportunity to engage with and build relationships with 
Traditional Custodians from the land on which your parish or agency 
office is located

• the prospect to increase socioeconomic development for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses

• being able to identify what your parish/agency office has done, and 
continues to do in the recognition and respect of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

In an effort to support you in this process, this guideline offers resources 
and suggestions to assist you on this journey.  Be intentional in your 
participation, and take the time to Plan, Implement, Review and Reflect 
(PIRR) on your contribution towards the relevant deliverables from our 
Archdiocesan Reconciliation Action Plan.

This guideline is made up of two distinct parts. Part 1 will provide an 
overview of the reconciliation process to give you an understanding and 
appreciation of the framework and values that underpins the process.  
Part 2 provides practical activities and guidance to assist you in the 
implementation of the RAP in your agency or parish.  It is a guide for 
you to undertake a journey of reconciliation by practical measures to 
complete your RAP implementation plan.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK MASS
Celebrants Fr Subin Thomas PP and Fr Gerry Hefferan PP St Josephs at St Anthonys 
Parish, Bracken Ridge, 2nd June 2021.
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PART 1 – RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN
WHAT DOES RECONCILIATION MEAN IN A RAP?
Reconciliation (Penance), one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church, 
provides a foundation to guide us in our journey of Reconciliation with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The Sacrament of Penance is a 
celebration of God’s love and mercy. It celebrates the call to repentance after a 
process of conversion of heart. We need to learn, understand and acknowledge 
the historical events and current practices that continue to impact the day-to-
day lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Whilst it may not be 
what you or your family have done in the past or do now, it is about accepting 
our shared history as Australians.  It is through our understanding that historical 
acceptance is achieved and through repentance, we undertake actions to heal 
past hurts and wrong-doing.  We’re called to have a conversion of the heart by 
formally undertaking a number of actions to build on the works of the Church 
in her relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in our 
Archdiocese.  For more information on the relationship between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the Archdiocese, please read Our History 
section in our Reconciliation Action Plan. 

Reconciliation Australia is the national organisation promoting 
reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and the broader Australian community. Its vision is for an Australia that 
recognises and respects the special place, culture, rights and contribution 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples; where good relationships 
between First Australians and other Australians become the foundation for 
local strength and success; and where national wellbeing are enhanced. 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge said, “The RAP will provide important 
opportunities to renew and deepen relations between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and those of other heritages… Under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, the implementation of this plan will lead communities to 
a new path of trust and respect.” (page 2 of the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan).

The foundation for a successful reconciliation process is not in our 
intentions but in our actions that have beneficial outcomes for you, your 
parish, your agency, your community or your family.

According to Reconciliation Australia, ”an Innovate RAP outlines 
actions that work towards achieving your organisation’s unique vision 
for reconciliation. A RAP focuses on developing and strengthening 
relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,  
engaging staff and stakeholders in reconciliation and developing and 
piloting innovative strategies to empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples.”   

We have produced a  What is a Reconciliation Action Plan? flyer for 
parishes and agencies and a What is a RAP? video.

Aboriginal Spirituality:  
Land, Sea and Culture 
with Evelyn Parkin

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/archdiocese-of-brisbane_innovate-rap-updated-mar21.pdf
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/what-is-a-rap_flyer_web-res.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL4Qy7Xt5BA&t=46s
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THREE KEY ELEMENTS OF A RAP
RAPs are making a difference across Australia in workplaces, universities, 
schools, government and community organisations.  It contains three 
distinctive elements of Relationships, Respect and Opportunities in its 
framework.  It enables organisations to contribute to reconciliation by:

• building and encouraging relationships between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, communities, organisations, and the 
broader Australian community

• fostering and embedding respect for the world’s longest surviving 
cultures and communities.

• creating opportunities within organisations and services to 
improve socio-economic outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and communities.

FIVE DIMENSIONS OF RECONCILIATION
We have spoken about the framework for Reconciliation and now we seek 
to understand the five pillars that are critical for race relations, equality 
and equity, institutional integrity, unity and historical acceptance. These 
five pillars do not exist in isolation; they are inter-related for example: 

1 Building stronger and respectful race relations through 
Acknowledgement of Country plaques and statement. Overcome 
racism by acknowledging that it does exist and identifying 
opportunities to promote inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and stories into your agency or parish. 

2 Unity is about the recognition and inclusion of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander history and rich culture as part of our 
Australian identity.

3 Historical acceptance in gaining knowledge and understanding of 
truth telling in this country through local traditional custodians, cultural 
awareness training and being intentional in seeking information. An 

example can be seen by the participation of the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Executive Leadership Forum in the Waterhole Exercise (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultural immersion experience).

4 Equity and equality talks about creating opportunities for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people to gain meaningful employment and 
career opportunities.  This can occur through finding and engaging 
First Nations businesses for supplies and services.

5 Institutional Integrity has been demonstrated in support of the 
reconciliation process by:

 i. Archbishop Mark Coleridge Black Lives Matters interview 2020, and

 ii. The formal endorsement of the Uluru Statement on 24 
September 2021,

 iii. and undertaking the RAP Barometer to measure the 
understanding and participation rate of agencies and parishes 
in the reconciliation process in 2022.

This is the framework which your parish or agency will engage in through 
the implementation of the Archdiocese of Brisbane RAP.

Pilot Parish Workshop 
Cynthia Rowan and Louise Scott
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PART 2 - HOW TO IMPLEMENT A RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN?

Unity
An Australian society 

that values and recognises 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander cultures and heritage 
as a proud part of a shared 

national identity.

Race Relations
All Australians  

understand and value 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander and non-Indigenous 
cultures, rights and experiences, 

which results in stronger 
relationships based on trust  

and respect and that are  
free of racism. 

Historical Acceptance
All Australians understand  

and accept the wrongs of the  
past and the impact of these 

wrongs. Australia makes amends  
for the wrongs of the past  
and ensures these wrongs  

are never repeated.

Institutional 
Integrity

The active support of 
reconciliation by the nation’s 

political, business and 
community structures.

Equality & Equity
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples participate 

equally in a range of life 
opportunities and the unique 
rights of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples are 
recognised and upheld.

WHERE DO WE START?
Discuss forming a group with your Parish Priest and 
seek formal endorsement from your Parish Council.  

This is crucial to the success of any undertaking. 
The Reconciliation Action Plan Project Manager 

can provide information to your Parish Priest and 
Council on the implementation of the Reconciliation 

Action Plan and benefits for the parish.

Host a Parish Information Sessions to establish 
the Reconciliation Working Group (RWG).
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WHAT TO DO NEXT:
• Establish a small Steering Committee to identify a process for 

membership of the working group and agree on frequency of meetings.  
Experience from Pilot Parishes indicate that fortnightly meetings 
to begin with enabled members to develop an understanding of 
Reconciliation before commencing implementation of the RAP. 

• Identify and engage with local Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
people to provide cultural advice and guidance to the RWG.  This 
process should take the necessary time to build a respectful 
relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people/
person before they attend the first meeting. 

• Members are encouraged to use the Parish/Agency RAP 
Implementation Plan that is accessed on the RAP Page on the 
Evangelisation Brisbane Website.  Please note, this document 
contains Parish/Agency relevant Actions and Deliverables from the 
Archdiocesan Reconciliation Action Plan.  

• Plan first meeting of the Working Group to workshop attainable 
timelines and activities.

• Consider inviting members from pilot parishes for informal 
discussion on how they implemented the RAP in their parish.

• Gain agreement on dissemination of a Reconciliation Action Plan 
message to parishioners through social media and information 
sessions.  What is a RAP flyer and Welcome to Country and 
Acknowledgement of Country video can be found here.

• Create a Reconciliation Action Plan page on agency/parish website 
where possible – explore other parish websites for inspiration.

• Promote your groups activities or events in parish newsletter, 
social media and website.  Take photographs and write up 
information about the event or activity.  Perhaps there is someone 
in your parish/agency who would enjoy being the media/
communications person for the group?

RWG PLANNING MEETING:
• Standing agenda items – commence with Acknowledgement of 

Country, prayer or statement of commitment to the Reconciliation 
Action Plan, progress discussion on deliverables.

• Include an introduction activity when local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people attend their first meeting 

• Identify if any of the deliverables are already implemented in your 
workplace or parish

• Seek an opportunity to post RWG meeting notes on your parish 
website to keep interested parishioners up-to-date and generate 
interest in your activities.

• Every three months or so review what you have achieved, what 
worked well and note any learnings or opportunities.

WHAT IS AN IMPLEMENTATION PLAN? 
The Implementation Plan sets out the actions and deliverables under 
Relationships, Respect and Opportunities from the Archdiocesan RAP that 
is relevant to parishes and agencies.  It is a guide to assist with developing 
activities and identify resources to successfully achieve the Reconciliation 
Action Plan deliverables.  It provides a framework to discuss possible activities 
to complete RAP deliverables based on capacity of agency/parish human 
and fiscal resources.   There are 22 deliverables for your working group to 
achieve over a number of  months.  Your parish or agency may already have 
implemented some of these activities (Welcome to Country or Acknowledgement 
of Country practices) so you can tick them off as completed deliverables.

We encourage you to review this document with the intention of how and  
when it can commence in your parish or agency.  Access to websites for 
resources are located at the end of this document and further  
information and resources can be found on the Evangelisation  
Brisbane website through the following link -  
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan.

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan/
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan/
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan
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SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 
The Parish Reconciliation Network Group was formed by Working 
Group members from six parishes who have successfully piloted the 
implementation of the Brisbane Archdiocesan Innovate Reconciliation 
Action Plan.  If you would like to talk to a parishioner about their 
experiences or challenges you can reach out through the following 
parishes and someone will get back to you.

PILOT PARISH’S CONTACT DETAILS

St Flannan’s Parish 
194 Handford Road, Zillmere

Rev Rafal Rucinski

Phone: 07 3265 3977
Email: stflannans@bne.catholic.net.au

St Mark’s Parish 
96 Lilac Street, Inala

Rev Bonefasius Buahendri SVD 

Phone: 07 3372 5658
Email: stmarks@bne.catholic.net.au

St Joseph’s and St Anthony’s Parish
30 Eldorado Street, Bracken Ridge

Rev Gerry Hefferan 

Phone: 07 3269 0446
Email: bridge@bne.catholic.net.au

Star of the Sea Parish 
53 Passage Street, Cleveland 4163

Rev  Rony Chacko

Phone: 07 3821 4902 
Email: cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au

St Patrick’s Parish 
24 Tobruk Street, Beenleigh 4207

Rev Thomas Subin

Phone: (07) 32872282 / 32875633
Email: beenleigh@bne.catholic.net.au

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
70 Appleby Road, Stafford

Rev Denis Scanlan 

Phone: 07 3356 7155
Email: stafford@bne.catholic.net.au

If you would like advice or assistance with National Reconciliation 
Week (NRW) events or National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance 
Committee (NAIDOC) the Murri Ministry team are dedicated to forging 
connections and bringing people together around reconciliation. 

The Murri Ministry team work with schools, parishes and community 
groups on truth telling and the systems and actions necessary for 
effective reconciliation. They provide resources and support to groups 
for events and mark days of Indigenous cultural significance including 
Sorry Day, National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week.

Contact Ravina Waldren on 07 3891 1931 or visit the Murri Ministry 
Office at 84 Park Road, Woolloongabba QLD 4102

RESOURCES
Reconciliation Action Plan page on Evangelisation Brisbane Website: 
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan/

• What is a RAP flier 

• What is a RAP video 

• Archdiocesan Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Protocols Guide

• RAP Implementation Plan

Evangelisation Brisbane You Tube Channel.  
https://www.youtube.com/c/EvangelisationBrisbane/playlists

• Black Lives Matter interview  

• Uluru Statement Q&A Dean Parkin and Archbishop Mark Coleridge

• Archbishops Endorsement of the Uluru Statement 

• Highlights from Endorsement of the Uluru Statement  
24 September 2021 

• An Opportunity to Listen: Exploring January 26th

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/reconciliationactionplan/
https://www.youtube.com/c/EvangelisationBrisbane/playlists 
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OTHER RESOURCES
• St Patrick’s Parish, Beenleigh – Unveiling of Acknowledgement of 

Country Plaque 2 June 2021. https://tinyurl.com/stpatsbeenleigh

• Cultural Learning - https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/
reconciliationfilmclub

NATSICC ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER SPIRITUALITY LINKS
http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2011/09/20/3321966.htm 
Miriam Rose explaining Christianity and Indigenous Spirituality:

http://www.darwinassembly.com.au/keynote-speeches.html 
Keynote speeches taken from the 2015 NATSICC National Assembly  
in Darwin

http://www.natsicc.org.au/resources/aboriginal_and_islander_
sunday_2015 
The latest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday resources.  
Shirley Quaresimin shares her faith story as an Indigenous person  
and Catholic from the Kimberley

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dmRTJ0EsIM 
A Torres Strait point of view on Spirituality

http://compassreview.org/spring03/2.html 
Pastor George Rosendale gives an excellent overview of 
 Aboriginal Spirituality and the early Church.

http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2013/07/30/3814128.htm 
Erica Bernard on finding harmony in Aboriginal Spirituality  
and Catholicism

STAR OF THE SEA PARISH  
RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN GROUP
Front Row (L-R): Ray Norton, Bernice Fischer, Aunty Rose Borey, Carol Norton and Margaret Grenfell.
Back Row (L-R):  Fr Ashley Warbrooke, Maree and Tony Moore, Isaac Falzon.

https://tinyurl.com/stpatsbeenleigh
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/reconciliationfilmclub
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/reconciliationfilmclub
http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2011/09/20/3321966.htm 
http://www.darwinassembly.com.au/keynote-speeches.html 
http://www.natsicc.org.au/resources/aboriginal_and_islander_sunday_2015 
http://www.natsicc.org.au/resources/aboriginal_and_islander_sunday_2015 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dmRTJ0EsIM 
http://compassreview.org/spring03/2.html 
http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2013/07/30/3814128.htm 


CONTACT DETAILS
Cynthia Rowan 
Reconciliation Action Plan  
Project Manager

Phone 0417 352 240 
Email rowanc@bne.catholic.net.au


