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Dignity for the vulnerableDignity for the vulnerableDignity for the vulnerable    

òBoat peopleó, òborder protectionó, 

òqueue jumpersó, òflood of boatsó, 

òpeople smugglingó, òtoughness of 

governmentó, òovercrowding of 

Detention Centresó, òtemporary 

protection visasó, ñ this was 

language that we thought was a 

thing of the past?  No!   It remains 

with us today.  

Once upon a time, we could 

actually go about our business on 

the international stage and say that 

we were a compassionate people 

who had fair and just laws to ensure 

that both our commitment to 

protection of vulnerable persons, 

while protecting our sovereign right 

to govern for the good of our 

nation, had the right balance.  For 

so long, so many people in Australia 

were saying to the government òit is 

only fair that every person be 

looked at on their merit without any 

political interventionó. 

Isn't it sad to see that today, the 

òfair goó argument, the rights of the 

human person and the dignity of the 

human person is almost muted in 

our political debate and even in our 

media. 

Asylum seekers, refugees and 

immigration are treated as òno go 

zonesó for discussion.  Immigration 

and durable solution has been 

reduced to border control and 

security.  To hear the emotional 

terms outlined above being bandied 

around in order to cause emotional 

responses both in the public domain, 

media outlets and in the political 

arena should be concerning to 

Australians as a whole. 

The focus must always be on the 

dignity of the human person.  As 

Australians, we have one of the 

most fair and rigorous systems in the 

world in determining whether one 

has a genuine refugee claim and 

whether that person meets security 

and character concerns. 

We need to ensure that fairness and 

compassion does not escape us. Let 

us be proud of the fact that, as 

Australians, fairness and compassion 

stand stronger than most other 

virtues. It is what makes us enviable 

the world over.  

Clyde Cosentino 

Director 

The office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)  

is currently working on two Global 

Compacts ñ one for refugees and 

another for migrants, which aim to 

engage coordinated collaboration and 

solidarity among nations in 

addressing large-scale movements of 

refugees and migrants across the 

globe. 

 

The Catholic Church, under the 

guidance of Pope Francis and through 

the Migrants & Refugees Section of 

the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 

Human Development, pledges 

support to the imminent adoption of 

the global compacts with the recent 

release of the 20 Pastoral Action 

Points and 20 Action Points for the 

Global Compacts. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Church acts on 

global compacts  

https://migrants-refugees.va/20-action-points/
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Bishop Felix Lian Khang from Kalaymyo, Myanmar (Burma) 

and Fr Dominic Nya Reh from Loikaw, Myanmar recently 

visited and ministered to the Myanmarese community at 

St Paulõs parish in Woodridge.  St Paulõs parish Parish 

Priest Fr David Batey and Cross Cultural Pastoral Minister 

Sr Rosa Vazzano FdCC were among many in the 

community and parish who made them welcome.  We 

thank Sr Rosa for sharing these photos. 
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Maronite Community   Brisbane Maronites witness historic visit  

February 9 to 19 were historic days 

for Maronites in Australia as the first-

class relics (a portion of skull) of St 

Maroun were transported from 

Lebanon to Maronite parishes in 

Brisbane, Punchbowl and Adelaide. 

 

St Maroun is the patron of the 

Maronite Church.  His feast day is 9 

February. 

The relics arrived in Brisbane on 

Saturday, 10 February.  Brisbane 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge and 

Monsignor Peter Meneely joined 

Maronite Bishops Antoine Charbel 

Tarabay and Mounir Khairallah and 

the Maronite congregation and guests 

for an official welcome ceremony and 

evening prayer at St Maroun's Church 

in Greenslopes.  The gathering was  

also attended by the Chaplains and  

members of the Lebanese Orthodox 

church, Melkite rite, Ukrainian rite and 

Coptic Orthodox. 

 
The following day on the 11th, the 

Community celebrated the Feast of St 

Maroun with a 10am Mass followed 

by followed by a community lunch. 

Burmese Community    A warm welcome to visitors  

Chinese Community   Brisbane Maronites witness historic visit  

The Chinese Catholic Community 

Mass gathered to greet the Chinese Lunar 

New Year on Friday 16 February at a 

7:30pm Mass and community 

celebrations. 

 

Mass held at the Sacred Heart Centre was 

presided by (photo on right L-R) Fr Harry 

Chan OFM, Fr Mario Debattista OFM, and 

Community Chaplain Fr Albert Chan. 

 

Happy Year of the Dog, Brisbane! 
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