YEAR OF MERCY

Pope Francis has focused on the theme of God’s mercy since the beginning of his pontificate.
Now he has declared an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, a holy year beginning on December 8, 2015
and lasting until the feast of Christ the King on November 20, 2016.

Pope Francis: Mercy Matters « Poster
Free download poster/brochure to help parishes and individuals prepare for the Jubilee of Mercy.
Download from the Evangelisation Brisbane website.

Simple and interesting information about Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy. History of
Jubilee in Jewish tradition and the Church.

Supplied as PDf files for A3 and A4. May be printed and distributed by email and social media.

Jubilee of Mercy « Being Lost ... Being Found ... Gospel Reflections for Lent Year C

ks Tnat The six sessions will provide: opening prayers; Gospel readings for each Sunday; Gospel reflections;

guided meditation; discussion questions; personal stories, closing prayers; and suggestions for
works of mercy in daily life.

e book for individuals or groups

e DVD with videos of Gospel reflections and personal stories
e prayer card for each week

e 15% DISCOUNT for orders before 31st December 2015

e orders will be despatched second week of January 2016

Please order online for priority, confirmation and credit card payment. www.lentprogram.com

The Holy Year of Mercy: A Faith-Sharing Guide

This faith-sharing guide, published by The Word Among Us will give readers an opportunity to
participate in this holy year in a meaningful way. Each of the eight sessions features a Gospel
passage followed by a homily on that passage given by Pope Francis. Questions for reflection and
discussion focus on both the Scripture text and the homily. Related Scripture passages are included,
as well as an action step that can be used to grow in the practice and understanding of God’s mercy.
e Forindividuals or groups.

Online Sample Kindle electronic version $11.99

Year of Mercy Leaflet « Preparing for the Journey

By Fr Robert Taylerson, published by CTS in full colour. Learn here about the purpose, message and
activities of this special year, and how you and your parish can become involved. Above all Pope
Francis is calling each one of us, whoever we are, whatever our circumstances, to stand in the truth
and taste God’s overflowing love and mercy.

e Pack of 50 A6 Leaflets (105mm by 148mm, 16 pages)
e Full sample at: http://www.ctsbooks.org/year-of-mercy-leaflet

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis « Daily Reflections

The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel welcomed, loved,
forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel. (Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, #114)
For every day of the year this book provides a quote from Pope Francis from a diverse range of
sources with reflection questions. These could make an ideal formation tool for parish council
members.

This book was compiled before the Jubilee Year of Mercy was promulgated. If we needed it, this is
further confirmation that mercy has been a constant ‘message’ for Pope Francis.

Publisher: Our Sunday Visitor, 378 pages. www.0osv.com

To preview Kindle version click here. Kindle Price: $13.96




WEBSITES

Flame of Faith « Sacraments of Initiation

florrtﬁ

www.flameoffaith.org.au

This new website of the Archdiocese of Brisbane focuses on the way children are welcomed into the
Church, but it can also speak to all people searching for a deeper meaning to life.

Sycamore - Thinking about Life and Faith

Sycamore is a new programme of evangelisation and catechesis for use in parishes, chaplaincies,
schools and other settings. It consists of ten films that explore some of the core questions often put
to Christian believers: How can | find true happiness? What is the meaning of life? Does God exist?
Who is Jesus Christ? It deals with topics such as the Holy Spirit, the Church, the Bible, the Christian
Tradition, faith, prayer, love, vocation, and the purpose of life. People are invited to learn about the
Christian faith, and to share their own ideas and questions without fear of being judged.

All the material is available for free on the website: www.sycamore.fm

Links to the ten videos:
e Film 1: The search for happiness
e Film 2: Does God exist?
e Film 3: Who is Jesus Christ?
e Film 4: The Holy Spirit in our lives
e Film 5: Why do we need the Church?
e Film 6: Can we trust the Bible and the Christian Tradition?
e Film 7: The gift of faith
e Film 8: The power of prayer
e Film 9: The meaning of love
e Film 10: How do | discover the purpose of my life?

Great support materials; discussion questions, tips on running meetings. The format is similar to
Alpha or Café. The presenter is Fr Stephen Wang from the University Chaplaincy Centre, London.

What is evangelisation?
Also on the Sycamore website under the ‘Evangelisation’ tab:
e What is evangelisation?
e Why evangelise?
e How can we evangelise?
This material consists of extracts from the booklet The New Evangelisation: History, Theology and
Practice by Fr Stephen Wang, published by the Catholic Truth Society.

www.sycamore.fm/evangelisation

Diocese of Green Bay « Adult Faith Formation

Diocese of Green Bay
The Diocese of Green Bay (USA) has been one of the leading-lights in adult faith formation for 40
years. See our Resource section below for an example of the resources they have available.

SEMINARS

Adult Faith Education « Western Hills

The Westerns Hills parishes of Grovely, Samford and Mitchelton offer Adult Faith Education sessions
throughout the year. Upcoming events include:

Q&A Session - Fr. Frank Lourigan (parish priest), Sr. Ursula O’Rourke SGS & Fr. Trevor Trotter SSC
e Date: Wednesday 4th November (7.30pm)

e Venue: Daley Centre, Grovely Parish

www.stwilliams-afe.com Contact: patcondon@stwilliams-afe.com or phone (07) 3351 1163
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On Care of Our Common Home « Mt Gravatt

Fr. John Chalmers will speak on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si - On Care For Our Common
Home.

Fr. John will present two sessions on this encyclical, each session will be 20 minutes duration with
discussion time after the first presentation and a cuppa following the second.

To prepare for Fr. John Chalmers presentation, some helpful resources to preview before the
session:

- Link to full version of the encyclical

- General overview of Laudato Si’ Henry Longbottom s;j

- Top Ten Takeaways from Laudato Si’ James Martin sj

e  Venue: St Agnes Church, Tudor St, Mt Gravatt
e  Date: Tuesday, November 10, 7.00 — 8:30pm.

Fr Liam Lawton « National Tour

A}\% Fr. Liam Lawton, the award winning multi-platinum, Irish, singer-songwriter is touring Australia.
ministryhub Details of his Brisbane events:
o The Circle of Mercy Schools Event
Join Fr Liam, Paul Skippen and Gina Ogilvie as they lead students and staff in prayer, ritual and
song exploring the theme of God’s Mercy. This event will focus on an awareness of the need for
compassion and understanding in today’s world.
e November 13 (10:00am-1:00 pm)
e All Hallows’ School, Brisbane, 548 Ann Street, Brisbane
e Cost: $35 individual (group discounts apply)
e Concert
Fr. Liam will perform compositions from his extensive repertoire of international favourites and
award winning songs in an evening of song and celebration. Fr. Liam will be supported by the
talented Australian singer/songwriter Gina Ogilvie.
e November 13 (7.00pm-9.30pm)
e St Agatha’s Parish, 52 Oriel Rd, Clayfield
e Cost: $35 individual; $80 family
e Music Workshop
A musical journey led by Fr. Liam and supported by Paul Skippen and Gina Ogilvie of Ministry
Hub exploring an engaging music repertoire for use in liturgy and prayer. The day will offer a
hands-on approach to music ministry — come prepared to sing, be amazed and challenged. See
how a rich tapestry of music can enhance the various rites and songs of the liturgy.
e November 14 (10.00am-2.30pm)
e All Hallows’ School, Brisbane, 548 Ann Street, Brisbane
e Cost: S59

For more information and tickets visit www.ministryhub.com.au

menALIVE in the City

R menALIVE in the City is an opportunity for men to get together and explore the things that matter:
& e Next Session: 26 November (5:45pm-7:30pm)

e Where: Francis Rush Centre, 277 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane

e www.menalive.org.au

Living Biblically in a Secular World

All seven sessions from the series are available online in video and audio. These recordings provide
an excellent formation in understanding the Word of God. These presentations are suitable for
individuals or groups and give wonderful inspiration for our day to day life. Please promote these
links in your newsletter and/or parish website.

Session 1: Video — Audio Session 4: Video — Audio Session 7: Video - Audio

Session 2: Video — Audio Session 5: Video - Audio

Session 3: Video — Audio Session 6: Video - Audio
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Hands of the World « Fair Trade Market

‘ Cathedral of St Stephen Art Group (COSSAG) is hosting Hands of the World: Artisan Market
\_ . ‘ _’ The annual fair trade market features fair trade and eco-friendly products. A great opportunity to
\k'/‘rl purchase Christmas presents.
- “:“m:ﬂ“ ®  « Dates: Friday 30 October (3pm-7pm);
‘ Saturday 31 October to Monday 2 November (9am-5pm)
e Venue: Francis Rush Centre, 249 Elizabeth St, Brisbane

e (Contact: cossagart@gmail.com

Australian Alpha « Come and See

Evangelisation Brisbane is hosting a Come and See event for parishes, parish councils and parish
teams to gather information about Alpha. Lorraine McCarthy, from Melbourne, will be presenting
an overview of Alpha in a Catholic Context. Alpha is an evangelisation strategy — hospitality, input,
discussion and prayer — that has been used around the world. Lorraine has had extensive
experience implementing Alpha in Catholic parishes.

e Date: Thursday 5th November 2015

o Time: 9:00am-1:00pm

e Venue: Lavalla Centre, 58 Fernberg Road, Paddington

e RSVP: by Friday 30" October for catering purposes to: ebadmin@bne.catholic.net.au

Download flyer or for more information phone Mike Humphrys on 3324 3450
Website: www.australia.alpha.org/context/catholic

Australian Christian Meditation Community - Stages of Faith

The Australian Christian Meditation Community Queensland invites you to begin Advent with a day
of prayer, information, reflection and discussion on Stages of Faith with Fr Ray Sanchez CP.

e Date: Saturday 21 November 2015 (9.30am — 2.30pm)

e Venue: Holy Spirit Hall, 36 Villiers Street, New Farm.

e C(Catering: BYO Lunch. Morning tea provided (Please bring a mug for your own use)

e Cost: Suggested donation

Download flyer
For information please contact Gabby Nelson toga@bigpond.net.au or 3711 4227 or 0488 592 770

Praised Be You « The Francis Effect Il

Catholic Mission, Catholic Religious Australia and Catholic Earthcare Australia are hosting individual
authors of The Francis Effect Il book at public colloquiums across Australia. Come and join in the
discussion on how to incorporate Pope Francis’ vision and challenge from On Care of Our Common
Home into our everyday life. The one-day Brisbane diocesan colloquium promises to be a unique
opportunity to engage with the key themes and challenges of Pope Francis’ Encyclical On Care of
Our Common Home (Laudato Si)’, listen to the wisdom of leaders and practitioners and participate

in meaningful conversations that will offer inspiration and ideas for your own practical
environmental action.

e Date: Thursday 3 December, 2015 (8.30am — 4.00pm)
e Venue: Mt Alvernia College, 82 Cremorne Road, Kedron
e Cost: 5195 adult, $S95 concession (Pensioners, Students & Religious).
Includes a copy of The Francis Effect Il: Praise Be You — On Care for our Common Home

More Information and Registration

Catholic Mission has also published a book on the Encyclical: Francis Effect Il.
Order at www.thefranciseffectll.com

Also available to read as an e-book
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Who Is My God? Public Tours 2015

v,

A o Exploring Icons and Religious Imagery in Local Jewish, Sikh and Greek Orthodox Holy Places

e Tour of the Greek Orthodox Church of St. George (33 Edmondstone Street, South Brisbane)
Thursday 5" November (11:00am - 12:00pm)

Sponsored by The Centre for Interfaith and Cultural Dialogue, Griffith University, in partnership with
the Queensland Jewish Community Services Inc. and The Roman Catholic Commission for
Ecumenism and Inter-Religious Relations

RSVP Please contact us at icd@griffith.edu.au to secure your place!

RESOURCES

Liturgy News is now Electronic!

Liturgy News, now in its 45th year of publication, is the indispensable source of practical help and
background articles for priests, religious, liturgy committees, parishes and schools.

You can now receive your issue of Liturgy News in the familiar hard copy by mail, or electronically by
e-mail as a fully searchable PDF file. File your copies on your computer and easily send articles to
people in the parish. School libraries can easily make material available to staff and students.

‘@’ Special Offer:

S e Subscribers can send an email asking for a free PDF of the current issue

: e Electronic Version - One Year Subscription $22; Two Year Subscription $36

e By Mail - One Year Subscription $27 (Overseas $34); Two Year Subscription $46 (Overseas $60)
e Back Issues - Per year $12 (Hard copy or PDF download). PDF versions available from 2001

Contact Details:

e Email: orders@liturgybrisbane.net.au, Website: www.liturgybrisbane.net.au

e Address: Liturgy Brisbane, GPO Box 282, Brisbane 4001, Phone: 07 3324 3314
e Download promotional flyer

The Reluctant Disciple

by David Wells - Redemptorist Publications (31 Jan. 2015)

All the reviews for this book are 5 star!

Online preview of Kindle edition (introduction and chapter 1).

adiel | 1 il o [
v — -

Thirty stories of gradual and reluctant conversion. Each story is followed by questions for reflection
and discussion.

[B]] s.c.i“p'l'e

Adult Faith Formation: From Information to Transformation, From Program to Process

o over This booklet from the Diocese of Green Bay (USA) has some excellent practical material — including
‘?\ < these ‘do’s and don’ts’ for leading groups.
o ®
@ [
T ¢ ! :’ PDF of Booklet ... and Set of Slides

Facilitating Do’s.
a) Welcome everyone.
/ b) Introduce the questions for discussion.

c) Involve everyone
i. Quiet members need to be asked for their thoughts (Keep in mind those members that don’t

want to share, you can skip them, but reaffirm that they can add their thoughts if they want.)

ii. Talkers may need to be deflected at times. ‘Thank you Jerry, that is an interesting comment.
Marge what are your thoughts on ...?’

iii. Watch the body language, you can often spot someone that is hungry to say something, but
too shy to step in.
When starting a new question, ask someone that is not engaged to lead the way. Even asking
someone to read something will help them break the ice and engage in the discussion.
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d)
e)

f)

g)

If you are going to have a social time, put it at the end and make it optional.
Manage the clock. Know where you are in the discussion and make adjustments to assure
ending on time.

ID the key discussion questions. You could skip the minor ones.

If it looks like it is going to run over, ask permission to go an extra 10 minutes. No More!
If technical questions come up, that no one knows the answer to, taking a guess is a bad idea.
Tell everyone you will try to get an answer for them the next time. Then you must follow up.
Silence is OK for a little while. Don’t jump in too quick.

Facilitating Do Not’s

a)

Don’t wait on people that are late. Start on time.

b) Don’t get engaged in the topic and forget you are facilitating.
c) Don’t over control the discussion. It may be better to let a discussion roll a little longer and

drop a future question.

d) You're not the boss, you're the facilitator. A servant leader!

e) You're not an expert, don’t try to answer the questions. Turn them back to the team.

f) Don’t discuss anyone outside of the room. Control the gossip.

g) Don’t repeatedly call on the same person to start the discussion.

h) Don’t allow sidebar conversations (should be one of the rules)

i) Don’t serve food or drink during the discussion. If you want a social atmosphere, do it after.

INSPIRATION FOR THE ROAD AHEAD ...

We need constantly to contemplate the mystery
of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and
peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the
word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy
Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by
which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the
fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every
person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his
brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy:
the bridge that connects God and man, opening
our hearts to the hope of being loved forever
despite our sinfulness.

At times we are called to gaze even more
attentively on mercy so that we may become a
more effective sign of the Father’s action in our
lives.

... The Church feels the urgent need to proclaim
God’s mercy. Her life is authentic and credible
only when she becomes a convincing herald of

mercy. She knows that her primary task,
especially at a moment full of great hopes and
signs of contradiction, is to introduce everyone to
the great mystery of God’s mercy by
contemplating the face of Christ.

The Church is called above all to be a credible
witness to mercy, professing it and living it as the
core of the revelation of Jesus Christ. From the
heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the
mystery of God, the great river of mercy wells up
and overflows unceasingly. It is a spring that will
never run dry, no matter how many people draw
from it. Every time someone is in need, he or she
can approach it, because the mercy of God never
ends. The profundity of the mystery surrounding
it is as inexhaustible as the richness which springs
up from it.

The Face of Mercy (Misericordiae Vultus 2,3, 25)
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